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INTRODUCTION

The Massoretico-Critical edition of the Hebrew Bible is based on
the Received Text ( Textus Receptus), namely that of the Second Rab-
binic Bible prepared by Jacob ben Chayim in 1524-25 which was
faithfully preserved by Dr Christian David Ginsburg and published
in 1894 by the Trinitarian Bible Society in London. Both the text
and the numerous footnotes found in Ginsburg’s Major and Minor
Editions published by the British and Foreign Bible Society for its
Centenary were also extensively used in the preparation of this vol-
ume.

The main features of this edition are as follows:

e No variations, however strongly supported by the Hebrew ma-
nuscripts and printed editions have been introduced into the
text but were relegated to the margins and the footnotes.

e The footnotes contain important information about the textual
variants and facts from the printed Massorah preserved from
perdition by Jacob ben Chayim and Dr. Ginsburg. The total
number of footnotes in this revision is 4438.

e This is a very traditional ancient Massoretic text, which un-
derstands and abides by the strict rules of transmitting the
Hebrew Scriptures down through the centuries. Thus, features
include the correct display of closed and open sections, sedarim,
parashiyot, large and small letters, dotted letters, inverted nun,
the correct use of Raphe and the accents, the Massoretic sum-
maries associated with the parashiyot and books of the Torah,
etc.

e While the modern divisions of chapters and verses are noted for
the sake of convenient reference, the text is arranged according
to the ancient chapters and sectional divisions of the Massorah
and the MSS., which are thus restored.

e Massoretic summaries at the end of each book are for the first
time (in a Hebrew Bible edition as far as I know) given with
their English translations.
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We uniformly reproduce the Dageshed and Raphed letters, which
are found in all the best Massoretic Manuscripts, but which have
been omitted in all the current printed editions of the Hebrew
Bible.

The ancient Massoretic chapters, called Sedarim, are also indi-
cated in the margins against their respective places.

In the Massoretic summaries for individual parashiyot of the
Torah the signs found in Jacob ben Chayim’s Second Rabbinic
Bible 1524-25 (first printed Hebrew Bible with the Massorah)
are given in addition to the standard signs usually found in the
standard Codices.

It is well known that in the printed Texts the variations called
Kethiv and Keri are marked by the word in the Text (Kethiv)
having the vowel-points belonging to the word in the margin
(Keri). This produces hybrid forms, which are a grammatical
enigma to the Hebrew student. But in this Edition the words
in the Text thus affected (Kethiv) are left unpointed, and in the
margin the two readings are for the first time given with their
respective vowel-points.

The footnotes contains the various readings of the different
Standard codices which are quoted in the Massorah itself, but
which have long since perished.

It gives the various readings found in the Manuscripts and An-
cient Versions.

It gives the readings of the Eastern and Western Schools against
those words which are affected by them; lists of which are pre-
served, and given in the Model Codices and in certain special
Manuscripts.

It also gives, against the affected words, the variations between
Ben-Asher and Ben-Naphtali, hitherto not indicated in the foot-
notes of printed editions. These had been consigned to the end
of the large Editions of the Bible which contain the Massorah
of Jacob ben Chayim.

It gives, in some instances, readings of the Ancient Versions
which are not supported by Manuscript authority.



A%

e It gives, for the first time, the class of various readings called
Sevirin against every word affected by them. These Sevirin in
many Manuscripts are given as the substantive textual reading,
or as of equal importance with the official Keri. These readings
have been collected from numerous Manuscripts.

e Quotations from the Ancient Editions, such as the Septuagint,
are translated into Biblical Hebrew. This is done to avoid fre-
quent switching between Semitic and non-Semitic languages in
the footnotes which increases fatigue of the eyes. This edition
is designed to be read daily and not to gather dust on a book
shelf as a “reference for scholar only”.

This is an open, collaborative project. Anyone/everyone is en-
couraged to download the latest version of tnk.pdf, to read it, use
it, and to proofread it. If anyone has suggestions for footnotes or
important variant readings with support from manuscripts or an-
cient printed editions, these will be considered. Rather than slav-
ishly adopt a particular codex such as Aleppo or Leningrad (B19A)
as the “correct” version or the “original” text, this edition takes the
approach of not abandoning the traditional Rabbinic text and, in-
stead, putting the variant readings in the footnotes and letting the
reader weigh up the evidence accordingly.

This work takes the BFBS and TBS editions of Ginsburg’s Masso-
retico-Critical edition of the Hebrew Bible as a useful starting point
because they are of much better quality than any other existing or
past edition (which I have examined), and in many ways this work
can be considered a corrected and expanded version of Ginsburg’s
work. A PDF version with the latest corrections and footnotes is
available for download from the Bibles.org.uk website.

The type-setting of the Hebrew text in the traditional way is
enormously complex, and this project uses modern state—of-the—art
methods of doing this, including TEX, pdf KTEX, Tigwah, GNU sed,
GNU flex and other text processing tools running under GNU Linux.

The words which have a textual variant note are marked with the
circle above the letter affected by the variant. In cases where the
circle above the affected letter would be obscured by a vowel or an
accent, it was shifted to one of the nearby letters.

Numerous printed editions of the Hebrew Bible were consulted for
proof-reading the base text of this edition. Namely, those of Snaith,
Letteris, Keter Yerushalayim, Stone, BHS, BHK, Koren, Kennicott-
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DeRossi’s variants, Jacob ben Chayim’s 1524-25 Second Rabbinic
Bible, Complutensian Polyglot and others were used. Also, extensive
use of the ancient manuscript facsimiles, such as the Aleppo Codex,
Leningrad Codex, Lisbon Codex and others was made.

I endeavored to create a compact and pleasant to read edition
which can be used by every believer who loves the LORD and de-
sires to keep all his commandments given to our fathers by the hand
of Moses and to search out the deep things of God foretold by the
prophets. What I did not try to accomplish was to create an ex-
haustive collation of all possible textual variants or embed the entire
Massorah apparatus into the footnotes of this work. Such attempt
would perhaps have created an Encyclopaedia, of use only for the
“learned” but certainly not a book which can be consumed daily by
every true Israelite in the coming time of Jacob’s trouble, when the
people of Israel will most desperately need the accurate and readable
rendition of God’s will and instructions for mankind as expressed in
his written Word.

The electronic (PDF) version of this work has the following addi-
tional features compared to the printed version:

e Each chapter of the Bible can be listened to while reading, by
clicking on the chapter number (Hebrew letter) in the margin.
This feature is portable across Linux, Mac and Windows plat-
forms and is supported by the Adobe Acrobat Reader 5.0 and
later.

e There is a bookmark for every book and every chapter within a
book to allow quick navigation of the text using a PDF viewer.

e There are hyperlinked references in the massoretic summaries
at the end of each book which can be clicked to jump at the
corresponding place in the Text.

e The page numbers in the Table of Contents are hyperlinks which
can be followed in a PDF viewer.

e The Biblical Genealogy is presented in the form of a PDF book-
mark tree. Following a bookmark in this tree brings up the verse
describing the birth and naming of the corresponding person.

e A separate “pure consonantal” version is also available from our
website which was produced from the same machine-readable
text automatically.
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May the LORD God of hosts use our labours of love to open the
eyes of many in Israel that they may come to know the glory of their
own people and the light to lighten the Gentiles. First and foremost,
I thank the LORD God of Israel for graciously providing everything
I needed for working on preserving his written words in this last
generation.

It is my pleasure to acknowledge the helpful contributions from
the following people (in alphabetical order by first name): Andreas
Matthias, Anoush Yavrian, Donald Arseneau, Duane D. Miller, Eric
Browning, Ewan MacLeod, Heiko Oberdiek, Jonathan Melville, Kirk
Lowery, Mario Valente, Mark E. Shoulson, Reinhard Kotucha, Ri-
cardo Shahda, Ron Stewart, Sebastian Rahtz, Stefano Scaglione,
Vladimir Volovich and Yannis Haralambous.

Tigran Aivazian
London, England.
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The number of the verses of the book of Genesis is 1534; and the sign is '[”8'
5 (¥ = 1000, 7 = 500, 5=30,17= 4). Note that the actual number is 1533
because is two verses according to *NM3T%. Hence the number given
at the end of the eighth Parashah [Gen 32:4-36:43] is according to the Eastern
recension, i.e. 154, whereas the actual number of the verses in the text of that
Parashah is according to the Western recension, i.e. 153 (304+20+31+429+43).
Hence also the double accents in this verse, one representing the Oriental and the
other the Occidental verse-division. And its middle point is, And by thy sword
shalt thou live . And the words are 20612. And the letters are 78064.
And its sedarim are 45; in other editions, 43; and the sign is T (* = 10, 7 = 4,
M =5, 10+4+10+4+41045=43). And its parashiyot are 12, and the sign is J81N.
The open sections are 43, and the closed 48; the total is 91 sections; and the sign
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is 8%, GO thou and all the people that are at thy feet [Exo 11.8]. The years of
the book are 2309 years from the creation of the world to the death of Joseph the

righteous.
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The number of the verses of the book of Exodus is 1209; and the sign is BN
(8 = 1000, 7 = 200, © = 9. Note that the actual number of verses in the text is
1210. And its middle point is, Thou shalt not revile the gods . And
the words are 16713. And the letters are 33529. And its sedarim are 33, and
the sign is, And night unto night SHEWETH Knowledge [Psa 19.3]; other copies
(say), And its sedarim are 29. And its parashiyot are 11; and the sign is, WHAT
manner of house will ye build unto me . The open sections are 69, and
the closed 95, the total 164 sections, and the sign is, He will send thy help from
the sanctuary and from Zion will he STRENGTHEN THEE . The years
of the book are 140 years from the death of Joseph to the second year after the
departure of the children of Israel from the land of Egppt until the tabernacle was
set up.
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